

























































Finding the Lost Prophetic Witnesses 






Where Miller’s Manuscripts Were Preserved 

This unassuming leathern trunk, bearing the simple inscription, “W. 
Miller,” along with the name of his home town in New York State, proved 
to be a chest filled with priceless jewels—Miller’s intimate correspondence 
through the years, his sermon notes, expositions and messages, and hand¬ 
made charts. At the lower left is his old sheriff’s record book, on the blank 
pages of which his first Statement of Faith was inscribed, dated September 
S, 1822. In the lower right-hand packet are assembled his first license to 
preach in 1831, the manuscript of his first eight articles for the Baptist 
Vermont Telegraph, in 1832, and petitions from churches for series of lec¬ 
tures. The last letters to and from Miller before the crucial day of expectancy, 
October 22, 1844, and the later Otis Nichols’ letter to Miller, placing before 
him the advanced light on the sanctuary. Sabbath, and Spirit of prophecy 
truths, all form part of this matchless body of historical source documents. 
These have proved of greatest value in restoring the true picture of those 
vibrant times, with all their fascinating high lights and somber shadows. 
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intimate human-interest introduction to The 
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The Setting of the Story 

H OUSED ill a specially prepared vault in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary, at Washington, D.C., 
is the unique and most complete assemblage of its kind 
in the world—the Advent Source Collection. Nothing like it 
has ever before been brought together in one place. To make 
this possible, the literary treasure houses of both the Old World 
and the New have been combed in the quest. This great source 
collection, consisting of photostat and microfilm copies and 
originals, has been gathered from dusty shelves and secluded 
spots all over Europe—from Sweden in the north to Italy in the 
south. The archives of Stockholm, Berlin, Hamburg, Witten¬ 
berg. Vienna, Geneva, London, Oxford, Cambridge, Glasgow, 
Dublin. Paris, Rome, and even Torre Pellice of the Walden- 
sian valleys have yielded their quota of treasures. Libraries, 
universities, and old book dealers all played their part. 

Similarlv, in North America the search extended from 
Maine to California, particularly in the repositories of the 
American Antiquarian Society of Worcester, Massachusetts; 
the Library of Congress, at Washington, D.C.; the New York 
Public Library; Union Theological and General Theological 
seminaries; Harvard University and Andover Seminary; the 
Massachusetts Historical Society and the Boston Public Library 
and Athenaeum; the John Carter Brown, Huntington, and 
Aurora College libraries; and other institutions too numerous 
to list. Private donors have bequeathed priceless documents 
to the assemblage—and the quest is still on. The General 
Conference has made heavy appropriations for this important 
project, and as a result of careful planning all this collected 
material has been systematically filed for the use of our students 
and workers, and for teaching and writing purposes. 

To the casual onlooker this collection might appear to be 
only a heterogeneous mass of unrelated items. But instead, it 
is like a mighty mosaic, each piece fitting into its allotted place. 


7 



and all together forming an impressive pattern of truth. It 
reminds one of the complicated puzzle map and the earnest lad 
who was having a difficult time assembling the pieces—until he 
discovered a clue. On the back was a picture of a familiar 
farm scene, with its barn, brook, trees, and cattle. This 
simple picture furnished the key for the location of the pieces. 
Then all parts fitted together easily, with none left over. 

So it is with the giant picture puzzle of prophecy and the 
story of its interpretation. Behind the history of the world and 
the church may be seen the inspired outline picture of Bible 
prophecy with its familiar symbols—its four basic empires, 
the divisions of the fourth, and the integrated time periods. 
With such a picture as a pattern, every historical unfoldment fits 
into its place, and all together make a harmonious whole. The 
Advent Source Collection is a gathering together of the missing 
details of the complete picture. 

Call this quest for the missing evidence what you will— 
Finding the Lost Prophetic Witnesses, Breaking the Silence 
of the Centuries, Recovering the Buried Treasures of Europe. 
Modern Voyages of Discovery, Digging for Prophetic Treas¬ 
ures, or Uncovering the Unseen Foundations of Our Faith— 
these expressions all mean one and the same—the finding and 
recovery of the prophetic expositions of the centuries that now 
constitute the glorious heritage of the remnant church. 

In bringing to you this recital of providential experiences 
in the finding and gathering of the advent source materials, 
which now total some seven thousand documents, I know 
full well that the gratifying results were not due to any brilliance 
or special ability on my part. Rather, th6 time had come in 
the providence of God and the course of the Advent Movement 
when these evidences should be brought together to become the 
rightful heritage of the remnant church. I was but the instru¬ 
ment chosen to find and secure them for such service at this time. 

After their acquirement it was necessary to pursue the 
exacting and seemingly endless task of studying, analyzing, 
and organizing the material into a teaching syllabus for the 
history of prophetic interpretation courses at the Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary. And after this came the huge 
task of writing its significance in four large volumes. From 
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its inception I have regarded this responsibility as a sacred 
trust and have sensed deeply my accountability to God, to the 
sovereignty of truth, to the expectation of the church, and to 
the world. 

At the very outset I wish to record the fact that I never 
worked alone on this project. In two extensive research trips to 
Europe, in 1935 and 1938, there were always competent asso¬ 
ciates and language experts whose training was brought to bear 
on the far-flung quest. Among these F. A. Dorner, experienced 
minister and research worker, joined me in Berlin and Vienna; 
also at Berlin, Dr. Reinhold, associate professor of comparative 
philosophy at the University of Berlin; Jean Vuilleumier, long 
editor of the French Les Signes des Temps, worked with me 
in Paris, together with H. F. Weidner, of The Hague. Alfred 
Vaucher, president of the Seminaire Adventiste (in Collonges, 
France), shared the search in Geneva, Rome, Florence, and 
Torre Pellice; G. A. Lindsay, president of the East Nordic 
Union, in Stockholm; W. E. Read, president of the Northern 
European Division; and R. A. Anderson, then London evan¬ 
gelist, helped in London. Others aided in smaller European 
libraries. 

In North America the bulk of the investigation has been done 
alone, though with frequent short-time help from various asso¬ 
ciates. In the quest for Jewish expositions recourse was had 
to two expert authorities, Dr. Louis Ginzberg and Rabbi 
Abraham Shinedling of New York City, who gave me marked 
service. In this way the results have been painstakingly checked, 
and competent translations provided. Much help was received 
from J. F. Huenergardt in reading, summarizing, and translat¬ 
ing the extensive German materials. Thus, in a sense, the work 
has been carried forward as a group project, with the added 
safeguards that such a plan affords. 

A long time elapsed before the findings could be made 
available to our workers. But attention is called to the magni¬ 
tude of the task, the new and untrodden path traversed, and 
the necessity for mature evaluation of the material to be made 
and properly formulated before being released. For a number 
of years, therefore, it has been subjected to the test of the 
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Seminary classroom, which has permitted the development and 
perfecting of the various portions. 

Sections have been presented under varying conditions in 
Germany, Austria, England, France, Switzerland, Scandinavia, 
and Italy. This has proved an excellent test of its expository 
validity. And for a decade portions have been given in popular 
form in our senior colleges throughout North America, in 
ministerial institutes and workers’ meetings, in the College of 
Medical Evangelists, and in many large churches. The con¬ 
structive suggestions of seventeen competent and exacting 
readers of the manuscripts have likewise all had their bearing in 
perfecting the finished product, as has also the faithful and 
constructive aid of the book editor and his research assistants. 
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Section One 


Background of the Unusual Quest 


Occasion for the World-wide Search 

F IRST of all, let us see how it all started. On the morning 
of January 3, 1933, my office telephone rang at the 
General Conference and the familiar voice of C. H. 
Watson, our General Conference president, said, “We would 
like you to come down to join the officers in studying some 
questions just received from our Central European leaders.” 
Going to his office at once, I listened to a series of some forty 
questions propounded by our European brethren. These all 
sprang from hostile assertions, charges, and insinuations made 
by an apostate German leader concerning early denominational 
events and pioneer names. They pertained chiefly to the decade 

of 1844-54. 

Certain names mentioned and events alleged to have taken 
place were then quite unknown to us. Periodicals were cited, 
of whose names we had knowledge but the files of which none 
of us had ever seen. However, many of the assertions made 
sounded strangely distorted in the light of other known facts. 
The brethren were concerned, as well they might be. These 
questions must be satisfactorily answered. Such charges could 
not be allowed to pass unchallenged. If they were untrue, 
their falsity must be exposed. If some were partly true, we 
needed to know that and to bring our understanding into har¬ 
mony with the actual facts. We wanted the full truth. That 
much was clear and unanimous. Then I was informed that 
I had been chosen to make the investigation and report back 
to the officers the full findings. I was to go wherever necessary 
and to get whatever was necessary—but I was to bring back the 
whole truth of the matters under challenge. 
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It was a weighty commission. Much was at stake, for the 
charges were grave, and, if true, would have far-reaching 
repercussions. They touched on the probity of men, on the 
Spirit of prophecy, on the soundness of accepted principles 
of prophetic interpretation—in short, they dealt with the struc¬ 
tural foundations of the Advent Movement. It was a challeng¬ 
ing issue, and I undertook the resolving of it with a sense of 
inadequacy. 


Finding the Lost Cincinnati Day-Star 

Pursuant to the assignment, I first went west to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where The Day-Star had been published by one Enoch 
Jacobs, shortly after the disappointment of 1844. Finding no 
trace of it at the public library, I went to the Ohio State Histori¬ 
cal Society, where I said to the librarian, “I am seeking a paper 
called The Day-Star, which I understand was published in this 
city in 1845 and 1846 by a minister named Enoch Jacobs.” 

“That’s interesting,” the librarian replied. “A couple of 
years ago a gentleman came here seeking that identical paper. 
He was short and stout, wore a little goatee, was nearsighted, 
and had a foreign accent.” 

“I think I might know the gentleman,” I responded. “Could 
I see the register and check on the name?” 

“Surely,” was the answer. And there was the signature, 
“L. R. Conradi,” once a prominent leader in Europe, who later 
left the denomination and devoted the remainder of his strange 
life to fighting and misrepresenting us. 

“Did you have the files of The Day-Star that he sought?” 
I asked. “No, we didn’t,” was the reply. “There were only 
a few scattered numbers, but we lacked the very ones he wanted 
most.” Thus I learned what he had not found. Persistent 
search at last located the full files in the Western Reserve 
Historical Society at Cleveland, from which photostats of key 
articles were secured, and later a complete microfilm copy. Had 
Mr. Conradi possessed the full data, he would never have made 
some of the distorted guesses and baseless charges that reflect 
upon his own judgment and integrity. Therefore the full facts, 
when recovered, nullified the assertions made as pertaining to 
this Day-Star. Here Ellen Harmon’s first two articles appeared, 
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Crosier's famous article on the sanctuary, and other items of 
great value. It was a providential find. 

Tracing Down the Canandaigua Day Dawn 

The second trip was east to Canandaigua, New York, where 
The Day Dawn was understood to have been issued in 1845 
and 1846 by O. R. L. Crosier, a Millerite minister. Inquiry 
was made at the little County Historical Society, and the 
attendant responded like the Ohio librarian and with startlingly 
similar words: “Well, that’s interesting. Two gentlemen were 
here a year or so ago who seemed very anxious to see that 
paper. One was short and stout, wore a goatee, was nearsighted, 
and had a distinct German accent.” 

“Would you permit me to see their names?” I asked, “for 
I am certain that I know the gentleman with the German 
accent.” And there it was again, “L. R. Conradi,” along with 
the name of a former educator who had also left us. 

In reply to my inquiry as to whether Mr. Conradi had 
found the paper he sought, I was told that nothing whatsoever 
was found, and that he seemed quite disappointed. Again I 
had learned what had not been found, and how much he had 
guessed, and perhaps guessed incorrectly. Inquiries at the 
newspaper office, the public library, the secondhand bookstore, 
and of old residents failed to bring to light a single contributing 
fact or clue. The search seemed fruitless. The next day I 
had just come down to the hotel lobby to pay my bill, and to 
go over to the depot to await my train back to New York 
City, when a messenger boy from the Historical Society came 
to the desk, asking whether I was still there. He said the 
librarian had found a book that would interest me. 

When I hastened over, she handed me a small volume 
titled The League of Nations, by Alfred Owen Crosier. Across 
the flyleaf was the revealing inscription, “With the compliments 
of the author, Alfred Owen Crosier, son of the late Reverend 
O. R. L. Crosier. Residence, Republican National Club, New 
York City.” With a word of thanks I rushed off to the train, 
which, fortunately for me, was late. On arriving in New York 
I went to the Republican National Club and sought to locate Mr. 
Crosier. But the clerk was obdurate and stoutly refused to 
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disclose any information concerning names or addresses of 
members of the club. 

However, another member of the club who overheard the 
conversation, after satisfying himself as to the propriety of 
my inquiry, quickly secured Mr. Crosier’s address and telephone 
number out at White Plains, New York. I telephoned from 
the club and was invited to his home for lunch, with the 
assurance that he had certain of his father’s materials which 
he thought would be of interest and help. And there, among 
other items, was a complete printed story of O. R. L. Crosier’s 
life, written by himself a few years before his death, and giving 
detailed information concerning his entire connection with 
the Millerite Movement. 

Persistent search over a period of years has resulted in 
recovering a number of key copies of The Day Dawn, though 
not yet the full file. Had these copies been available to Mr. 
Conradi, he probably would have refrained from some of 
his unwarranted and misleading surmises. 

Recovering the Trunk of Miller Correspondence 

An early contact was made with the Advent Christian 
Publishing House in Boston, which had retained many of the 
books and periodicals issued in the vital forties of the nine¬ 
teenth century by the Millerites of that city. When 1 first 
called, Dr. H. E. Thompson, editor of IVorld's Crisis, was quite 
reserved. But his attitude soon changed to one of fine 
co-operation. My appeal was on the basis of our common 
spiritual ancestry. Arrangements were made for me to spend 
two weeks going through, and taking notes from, the books 
bearing upon my quest for the full testimony of the Millerites. 
By the time the search was finished, arrangements had been 
made for borrowing a large freight box full of duplicates, which 
we later purchased. 

Learning that still other items might be available at the 
Aurora College (Advent Christian) of Illinois, of which Dr. 
O. R. Jenks was president emeritus, I next went there. Here 
the contacts made led to friendships that have proved mutually 
beneficial through subsequent years. Appealing to Dr. Jenks as 
representing the branch of Adventists to which J. V. Himes, 
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Sylvester Bliss, and other noted Millerites retained allegiance 
for several years following the disappointment, I urged a 
systematic search among their churches for elusive pieces of 
early advent literature. He gladly undertook this task in his 
travels, and many valuable items were recovered. I was given 
full access to these, with the privilege of photostating them. 
Co-operation and generosity could not have been greater. 

Dr. Jenks was urged to make a systematic hunt for the 
manuscript letters of William Miller and other leaders. In 
1941, the search resulted in the recovery of his little leather trunk 
filled with letters to and from him, as well as his manuscripts, 
sermon notes, expositions, diaries, handmade charts, his first 
statement of faith in 1822, his first license to preach in 1831, his 
first articles written for the Baptist Vermont Telegraph in 
1832, petitions from churches for series of lectures, etc.—a 
small chest full of literary treasures of priceless value! It 
was the complete body of primary source materials used by 
Sylvester Bliss in writing his Memoirs of William Miller, 
published after the day of disappointment and the death of 
Mr. Miller. This little trunk had been reposing all the while 
in the basement of the Advent Christian Publishing House 
at Boston. 

But the fact that Bliss had largely abandoned the positions 
of the seventh-month movement, climaxing with October 22, 
1844, and had rejected the Sabbath, the sanctuary, and the Spirit 
of prophecy, emphasized by our spiritual forefathers, evidently 
caused him to pass over many material points in silence, and 
to omit various bits of evidence which were there all the 
while in his source materials, evidence which has proved to be 
of the highest historical value to us. Upon receiving the 
message from Dr. Jenks, I hastened to Aurora. 

It is difficult to describe the thrill I felt at seeing, handling, 
and reading the letters and securing photostats of the key 
documents for our permanent use. Surely God’s signal blessing 
was with us in this quest. Their greatest service will be 
found in the writing of Volume IV of The Prophetic Faith 
of Our Fathers, which deals specifically with that period. 
The Review and Herald Publishing Association later joined 
in securing a full set of these materials. On the day that I 
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left Aurora, after this epochal trip to Aurora College, in 
1941, I was moved to make the following “Solemn Covenant 
and Pledge” 

A Solemn Covenant and Pledge 

“I have |ust experienced one of the greatest thrills of my 
life—the privilege of going through the files of William 
Miller’s correspondence from 1815 to 1849, the year of his 
death. With it were his confessions of faith of 1822 and 
1831, his numerous sermon outlines, his diary ‘Text Books,’ 
his handmade diagram charts, his chronological tables, his first 
license to preach, his first pamphlet, the initial letter of his 
first ministerial convert, Charles Fitch, and scores of invitations 
and appeals to hold series of meetings—sometimes coming from 
single pastors, sometimes from groups of churches with petitions 
hearing long rosters of names. 

“In the manuscripts were answers to objections, discussions 
as to the spring and autumn disappointments, post-’44 time¬ 
setting endeavors, and documentary evidence that the sanctuary, 
Sabbath, and Spirit of prophecy truths were all brought before 
him following the disappointment. That these were personally 
scrutinized by him is attested by the fact that on the back of 
each document the name, place, and date of each correspondent 
appears in Miller’s own characteristic handwriting, for careful 
filing by years. Thus they were preserved. 

“The tremendous impression made upon me is difficult to 
describe. It is even greater in a way than when seeing 
Wycliffe’s, Savonarola’s, Luther’s, Calvin’s, Knox’s, and Wes¬ 
ley’s materials, for here was that humble but mighty man of 
God who gave the initial impetus to the great Advent Awaken¬ 
ing of the nineteenth century. More than human power 
attended his labors, and more than human reasoning appeared 
in his essential conclusions, defective as some of them were 
in places. 

“I now have that sense of satisfaction and security in having 
examined the historical record of the great awakening from 
the angle of Miller’s personal correspondence, and am confident 
that the conclusions reached are sound and balanced. There 
need be no fear of hidden or unknown factors that would 
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modify or alter our understanding. Many new and important 
materials were added. But these only supplemented, buttressed, 
and expanded the former findings. 

“A solemn sense of obligation floods my soul, as I am here 
in Aurora, on this occasion, as an appointed representative 
and historical investigator of the movement. And the challenge 
to renewed consecration to help finish, and to inspire others 
to finish, the work that Miller and his associates so nobly 
began, has been ineradicably impressed upon me. 

"Because of this, I have entered into a new covenant with 
God, both for myself and for my testimony to others concerning 
the divine origin of this movement, its marvelous legacy and 
impressive credentials now passed on to us, along with God’s 
expectation and summons for advance in this hour, in the greater 
light of the majestic past. I have had deep fellowship with 
these men of God—Miller and his associates. I now address 
myself more determinedly than ever to the teaching and the 
writing of this great lesson.” 

Blessed be the Providence that brought all these key 
documents into our possession for the restudy and retelling 
of the full story of how the mighty first angel of Revelation 
14 took wing and began his impressive flight a century ago! 

Transition to the Larger Objective 

After the original questions and objections had been 
answered by the data gleaned from the initial search, it became 
evident that the broader evidence of positive facts assembled, 
and the amazing background opened up by the survey were 
destined to be of far wider importance. The full weight of 
the evidence gathered would be of exceptional value to the 
cause of truth as a whole. If the evidence of the sources could 
only be placed before our workers, and then the world, in 
comprehensive and effective form, it would be of unique 
service for personal study and as a background for more 
effective public presentation. 

This led to a detailed restudy of the entire historical 
development of the principles of prophetic interpretation 
throughout the Christian Era. And this was broadened to 
include the vicissitudes that marked its passage through the 
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centuries, so as to get the full over-all picture. A new and 
larger objective began to take shape. It involved pioneering, 
for this broad field was virtually untouched by others. No 
clear patterns or precedents had been set. In fact, no other 
treatises covered the same ground, except in a sketchy way. 
or in limited sections or spots. Because of its sheer magnitude, 
the work could go forward but slowly, so as to be sure and 
sound in presentation. At first one or two volumes were 
envisioned, which later, with the amassing of the evidence, 
grew to four. 

The production of The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers 
series thus became the new goal to which every effort was 
now bent. This was wholly apart from the original questions 
and incentives, though the Conradi claims were automatically 
answered by the positive presentation of the full facts. His 
questions were confined chiefly to a single decade, while this 
larger study embraces the Christian Era in its full sweep. 
Thus the initial incentive gave way to more important objectives 
and a broader scope of investigation. In this.sense the present 
work bears virtually no relationship to the problem that 
originated it. 


Faith in the Over-all Plan of God 

The procedure has been simple but fundamental. It was 
just a matter of going from the known to the unknown, from 
the simple to the complex, and of being ever on the alert, as 
well as of following valuable leads from the Spirit of prophecy. 
It has called for implicit belief in the divine unity of truth in 
the over-all plan of God, and in the recovery, consummation, 
and triumph of all truth in the last stand of the church before 
the second advent. This simple faith in God, and abandon¬ 
ment to a great task did not go unrewarded. I did not 
return empty-handed. 

The endeavor has had all the thrills of discovery, along 
with all the grinding toil and drudgery of subservience to a 
great task. But results are what count, and they are now 
in tangible evidence. As might be expected, there was a 
time when very little interest was manifested in this quest. 
There was definite fear expressed on the part of a few that 


18 



it might mar the established foundations of our faith or vitiate 
the distinctiveness of our commissioned witness to the world. 
Some regretted that I was working so hard on a seemingly 
hopeless task. These attitudes naturally arose through a failure 
to see all the possibilities that were apparent to me from my 
vantage point. 

However, those critical days are long past, and those who 
once questioned the need for the number and extent of photo¬ 
stats secured now regret that I did not get more when I was 
at it—especially since war has decimated many of. Europe’s 
literary treasure houses. How often our aftersight proves 
clearer than our foresight! 

The Prophetic Faith Set Comes Into Being 

In a way this research task started backwards; that is, 
in the sequence of investigation. First, I was asked to clear 
up the problems centering in the decade from 1844 to 1854. 
It was axiomatic that this brief decade could be understood 
only in the light of the antecedent Millerite period proper, 
or from 1831 to 1844. And it soon became similarly evident 
that the Millerite movement in America could only be seen 
in true perspective in the light of the preceding Old World 
Advent Awakening, as much of the early Millerite literature 
had at first been secured from Great Britain. 

This consideration led to an intensive study of that amazing 
body of advent literature produced in Great Britain between 
1800 and 1840, and to the aggregation of organizations, societies, 
and conferences of the Old World, unlike anything that had 
ever been seen before. In reply to charges of being unwarranted 
innovators in prophetic exposition, it was noticeable that the 
advent heralds of Britain constantly cited leading Reformation 
and post-Reformation writers on prophecy. They stoutly 
maintained that they were simply reviving and perfecting the 
sound and established expository positions of the Reformation. 

This fact necessitated, in turn, a search for the writings of 
a pretentious body of Reformation expositors of prophecy. 
The compassing of these two Old World fields—the sixteenth- 
and nineteenth-century writers on prophecy—called for direct 
access to the libraries and universities of Europe. This 
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occasioned my first research trip abroad, in 1935, which was 
richly rewarded with materials beyond our early expectations. 
The findings then began to assume a new and vital significance. 
Here was evidence of greatest import, opening up wide vistas of 
Understanding and relationship. 

Search into seventeenth-century writings in Europe soon 
brought out the fact that the Protestants at that time met the 
Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation charge of unsound and 
unjustifiable Protestant innovation by showing that they had 
simply revived and carried forward the early church expositions 
of prophecy held during the first four hundred years of the 
Christian Era, before the great Latin apostasy of the fifth 
and sixth centuries. This fact necessitated still further search 
covering the first thousand years of the Christian Era. But 
the task was too huge, and the time was too short for the 
completion of this enlarging quest on one trip. However, 
arrangements were made for competent investigators in Ger¬ 
many and England to continue the search. 

Meantime, I had begun to lecture on the general outline 
in our colleges and in ministerial institutes, and then to teach 
the essentials of the historical development of prophetic inter¬ 
pretation in our Theological Seminary. A syllabus was 
formulated and steadily built up; charts were devised, improved, 
and amplified. Then came a general report to a large body 
of educators and denominational leaders at the Blue Ridge 
Educational Council, in 1937. At that time I was urged to 
get this material out quickly for our workers and colleges. 
But I insisted that I was not yet prepared or ready to write. 
There were gaps that must be filled in. The concept must 
mature, the outline crystallize, and the plan of presentation 
be perfected. These objectives could not be attained suddenly. 
The task was too important for premature production. In 
fact, I must return to Europe again. 

This request was granted, and carried out in 1938. And 
again there were rich returns that fully justified the second 
trip, though this European research was abruptly terminated 
by the war. Back in America with the Advent Source materials, 
after endeavoring to perfect the teaching syllabus and charts, 

I began to write the desired volume. But there were too 
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many interruptions and too many daily routine responsibilities. 
Finally, in 1942, the General Conference officers arranged 
for me to put aside as many Ministerial Association respon¬ 
sibilities as possible and to concentrate on the production of 
the writing, which now had assumed an importance and 
significance not heretofore envisioned. It was apparent that, 
instead of a single volume, a set of books would be required 
—four in all, that the approach should be positive, entirely 
apart from the initial defensive occasion of the investigation, 
and that it should be thoroughly documented and brought out 
in the most acceptable form. 

At last, starting logically with Jewish exposition before 
Christ, which was carried over into the Christian church, 
I traced the flourishing period of exposition by the early 
church writers; then the eclipse under the blight of the great 
Latin apostasy; the rec^ery and advancement in pre- 
Reformation times; the full recovery and dominant position 
in Protestant Reformation years; the breakdown following 
Counter-Reformation attacks; the recognized ending of the 
1260 years at the French Revolution; then the great nineteenth^ 
century Advent Awakening of the Old World and the New— 
recovering and bringing to consummation the progressive 
unfolding of the centuries; and lastly, the triumph of sound; 
attested principles of prophetic exposition in the remnant 
church, w r oven inextricably into the texture of the great Advent 
Movement. That was the scope and the basic outline of the 
project. 

Thus the manuscripts of the first three volumes were 
finished. These were read by a large group of qualified men, 
and their suggestions incorporated. Finally, it was urged 
that the books be brought out singly, but in uniform set format, 
and that Volume III—on Colonial American Expositors and 
the Old World Advent Awakening—be issued first, because 
of present needs. It was so ordered. 

Such is the thumbnail sketch of how The Prophetic Faith of 
Our Fathers set came into being. Faith in the soundness 
of the project, and the leadings of divine providence in finding 
and securing the requisite source materials, met in the unique 
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task. A comprehensive tracing of the prophetic faith of 
our fathers through the centuries is the result. 

Providential Timing of European Trips 

Before noting the impressive individual providences, I 
would call attention to three noteworthy general providences 
that had an over-all bearing on the success of the quest that 
should be noted. The first was the providential timing of 
overseas research trips. Both European trips—in 1935 and 
1938—were favorablv timed in the lull between the two world 
wars. World War I did not materially injure the library 
facilities and rare-book archives of Europe. 

On the contrary. World War II was devastating to these 
treasure houses. I finished my work just in time, in 1938. 
In fact, I left London for the port of Southampton, on the 
way back to America from the 4ft ond research trip, on the 
very day of the Munich crisis—the famous meeting between 
Chamberlain and Hitler, which was really the prelude to the 
dreaded holocaust to follow. Soon all research privileges 
ceased, and all Old World libraries closed. Even now, a year 
and a half after the cessation of hostilities, research oppor¬ 
tunities are so curtailed in Europe that effective work is still 
largely restricted, or is impossible, even in the more favorable 
spots. Many libraries have been obliterated—in Berlin, Ham¬ 
burg, Warsaw, and other cities. 

So far as I could ascertain from the chief Karaite rabbi 
in Jerusalem, there were only two full copies of the important 
Karaite Jewish calendar known to exist prior to the war— 
one at Warsaw and one in the Crimea. Attempts to get a 
photographic copy of the Crimean copy through Soviet channels, 
and then through the United States embassy in Russia, were 
futile. But from Warsaw a complete photostat copy was 
secured, which is in our possession today. It is more than 
likelv that the original was destroyed in the devastation of 
Warsaw. Therefore we may be in possession of the only 
copy extant, aside from the one in the Crimea, the fate of which 
is unknown. It is of great importance to us. 

The great Preussische Staatsbibliothek (State Library) 
building in Berlin—one of the largest in Europe—was utterly 
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destroyed, though fortunately its books had previously been 
shipped away and saved. But there is as yet no building to 
which they can be returned, and no prospect of any in the near 
future. Consequently, they are in storage for an indefinite 
period. But it had already yielded its quota of advent source 
witnesses, through thousands of priceless photostats secured 
between 1935 and 1938. 

The North Library of the British Museum, housing much 
of the theological church history section, in which divisions 
I was working while there, was later struck by a bomb, and 
much valuable source material was lost. But here, as well, 
our work was done, and the materials of value had been 
carefully gleaned and photostated. This same situation was 
duplicated in varying degrees in many other libraries of Europe. 
Truly, these European trips were providentially timed. 

Providential Aids Secure Quick Access 

Then, there were providential aids in the form of excep¬ 
tional letters of introduction and recommendation, secured 
through previous acquaintance with some of the leading 
librarians of America, who, because of the nature of my 
investigations, had extended unusual courtesies in the form 
of access to the stacks, official catalogs, master files, and the 
like. In the Rare Books Division of the Library of Congress, 
for example, where one is not supposed to have more than 
two items at a time, entire three-shelf trucks of old pamphlets 
of colonial days were wheeled out so that I might quickly go 
through the printed sermons and pamphlets that could scarcely 
have been compassed by following the routine procedure. 

I was therefore able to take with me unusually fine letters 
from Dr. Herbert Putnam, then librarian of the Library of 
Congress; Dr. H. M. Lydenberg, librarian of the New York 
Public Library; Dr. W. W. Rockwell, librarian of the Union 
Theological Seminary; R. \V. G. Vail, librarian of the American 
Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Massachusetts; and Dr. 
Stephen Duggan, director of the Institute of International 
Education. 

The European libraries, I might add here, are unlike the 
great public libraries of America, which are for the. general 
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public, and are comprised for the most part of modern and 
current books, with smaller, restricted rare-book rooms. On 
the contrary, the great research libraries of Europe are for 
scholars, and are more like giant rar^-book rooms. These 
ancient tomes comprise the bulk of their holdings—only there 
they appear almost commonplace because of their very number 
and their general antiquity. That is why certain types of 
research work have to be done in Europe, where only 
certain materials are to be found. Once vour credentials are 

m/ 

accepted, you have full access to these treasures, but of course 
under the regulations of the respective libraries. Never in all 
my search have I been ultimately denied a photostat or microfilm 
copy of any document that had value in this quest. 

Then I also had letters from certain well-known American 
Government officials, such as Sumner Welles, acting Secretary 
of State; Senator Millard Tvdings, of Maryland; and the 
German ambassador to the United States. These letters were 
secured through the kind offices of friends, and ensured quick 
access to important sources, obviated tedious formalities, and 
cut red tape. They brought about numerous concessions that 
were truly providential. For instance, when I presented to 
Ambassador William Phillips at Rome the letter from his 
friend, Senator Millard Tvdings, it resulted in a letter to 
the cardinal librarian of the Vatican Library, which brought 
immediate access to that remarkable institution, and provided 
photostats made by the official Vatican photographer. 

The letter from the German ambassador at Washington 
worked like magic in Germany. It proved to be an open 
sesame to the source materials in Germany and Austria. 
Four times I crossed the German lx)rder, and not once 
was my large steamer trunk and fil>er case, filled with 
priceless photostats gleaned from various libraries all over 
Europe, ever inspected at the German border. The letter 
did it. This letter also led to issuance of a free pass at the 
State Library in Berlin, and a special desk high in the rotunda, 
where I was privileged to have as many as a hundred books 
at a time, which could be conveniently left overnight, and 
week ends, on the desk and its adjoining shelves. 

Another favoring factor was the help of the chief cataloger 
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ot the religious section of the Staatsbibliothek, who was a son 
of the late Adolf Harnack. When I appealed to him for help 
in locating all the prophetic expositions of the Reformation 
period, he unearthed an ancient handwritten catalog that listed 
the early expositions of Daniel, the Apocalypse, Antichrist, 
Babylon, the millennium, and so forth. This led to the discovery 
of many priceless items that had not been found through other 
approaches. 

These letters also had a bearing on special discounts on the 
photostats, as will be noted next. There were many other 
fascinating details, exemplifying the good hand of God, but 
space forbids further recital. 

Providential Concessions in Photostat Costs 

The third general feature was providential help in the form 
of financial concessions. At the Library of Congress, because 
of the unusually large number of photostats secured, we had 
been given a twenty-five per cent discount, under the plan then 
operative at the Library. When I reached the State Library 
in Berlin and was arranging for photostats, I told of the special 
discount given me at the Library of Congress. I was promptly 
informed that they were sorry they were not in a position to 
duplicate such a heavy discount—that twenty per cent was 
the best they could do. Naturally I was delighted with this 
favorable figure, and thanked God. 

Furthermore, I had authorization from the General Confer¬ 
ence to draw as heavily as profitable upon General Conference 
funds in the German bank, which we knew could never be 
withdrawn in cash under the regulations of the Reich. Accord¬ 
ingly, I had as many photostats as possible made in Berlin 
—thousands upon thousands of pages, all told, including many 
rare books in entirety. As I have before indicated, our American 
brethren were inclined to question the need for the number and 
extent of the documents secured in Europe. But the best 
judgment was used at the time, guided by a desire to acquire 
fullness of reference. The very amount of source materials 
procured, however, has proved providential, and a large portion 
of the photostat facilities of the institution was tied up by our 
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requisitions; affording an opportunity that might not come 
again. 

When I got to the British Museum I told of the financial 
concessions at Washington, D.C., and in Berlin. The conserva¬ 
tive British Museum official shook his head and responded 
that fifteen per cent was the very best they could do. But 
that, too, was generous, and a great many photostats were 
secured there. In Paris, at the Bibliotheque Nationale, I told of 
the twenty per cent discount in Berlin and the fifteen per cent 
in London. The quick French response was, “Then we will 
split the difference and make it eighteen per cent here.” At 
the University of Geneva, where there were no photostat 
facilities, the university extended the courtesy of having our 
photostats made as for them by the reproduction department 
of the League of Nations. This service was charged to the 
university at their special rate, and we simply reimbursed this 
low cost to the universitv. 

At Aurora College (Illinois), Dr. O. R. Jenks had in 
the city a friend and church member holding a responsible 
position in a large manufacturing plant having a photostat 
department. And here, through the kind offices of Dr. Jenks. 
we were favored by being given the amazingly low flat rate of 
only fifteen cents a large sheet—which elsewhere would be 
four or five times as much. The precious Millerite documents 
were reproduced here. 

Because of these financial considerations, thousands of 
dollars were saved from list prices, and many more source 

materials were therebv secured. Surelv these were three 

* * 

notable general providences that laid the groundwork for the 
individual evidences of divine leading that will be noted later. 

Trips Restricted to Search for Evidence 

These were no sight-seeing trips. Except as they bore upon 
my quest, the sights had to remain unseen. Fleeting glimpses 
of noteworthy places of interest were all that were afforded 
me. In Europe, the Vatican Library and Museum was searched 
for items in the field of our investigation. One such included 
a corridor, on the walls of which a series of murals pictured 
the leading episodes in the life of Pius VI, the ill-fated 
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pontiff at the time of the captivity in 1798. One scene depicted 
his overthrow. Indelible impressions remain of that and of a 
hundred other features in the Vatican. In Switzerland it was 
the scene of Calvin’s and Knox’s preaching and exposition at 
Geneva that intrigued. In England it was Lutterworth, and 
the memorable scenes of Wycliffe’s life and death; in Oxford, 
the site of the burning of Latimer and Ridley; and in London 
it was the place of the Smithfield burnings, where men died for 
their prophetic faith in 1555 and after. In Wittenberg it was 
the places hallowed by the dynamic life of Luther—the episodes 
of the castle church, the university, and the old oak outside 
the Elster, or East, Gate. 

In Rome it was the church of St. John Lateran and Pilate’s 
Staircase, then St. Peter’s, the seven hills, the triumphal Arch 
of Constantine, the catacombs, and the ruins of the glory that 
once was Rome—the fourth empire of prophecy and “seat of the 
Beast,’’ of Little Horn. In the Waldensian valleys it was the 
hallow’ed caves that were once the refuge of the Israel of the 
Alps, the Angrogna valley with its site of the ancient training 
school for preacher-missionaries, the annual synods, and the 
memorable meeting place of the representatives of the Wal- 
denses and the emissaries of the Reformation, amid the Alpine 
crests with their eternal snows. 

Through the ancient books and manuscripts gathered from 
many lands in this long quest we meet again these ancient 
witnesses. We hear their amazing expositions of the prophecies , 
that were the guiding stars of their life. They have been given 
life and expression through the recovery of their forgotten 
writings on prophecy. They are our spiritual forebears. 
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Section Two 


Providential Leadings in Europe 


Mighty Mosaic Gathered From All Lands 

I X FLORENCE, Italy, where the intimate facts on Savona¬ 
rola’s life, death, and writings were gathered, my heart 
was strangely moved as I sat in the severe w'ooden chair 
before Savonarola’s simple desk, in his cell in the ancient 
monastery. I touched his writing instruments, thumbed his 
favorite books, and finally stood in the square marked by the 
large bronze plaque where he died for his faith. In Florence 
there is also a famous shop where marvelous table tops in 
mosaic were made of skillfully assembled pieces of colored 
stone, marble, petrified wood, and glass, gathered from all 
over the world. Marvelous mosaic designs were devised, 
beautiful and symmetrical in form. All were cemented together, 
then ground off and polished to the smoothness of shining 
glass. A work of art and utility resulted. 

Similarly, many items that fit into this great mosaic picture 
of prophetic interpretation have been gathered from all parts 
of the world—the famous “Davis of South Carolina” exposition 
of about 1808, on the 2300 years ending in 1847, has never been 
found in America, but the 1818 reprint in Workington, England, 
was secured in the British Museum, and a photostat is in our 
possession. Important European documents that could not 
be found anywhere on the Continent have been located in 
America. And priceless individual items not in any of the great 
national libraries on earth have been found in some humble 
library or historical society, or even in some individual collector’s 
possession. Together, they comprise the prophetic picture. 

The key document that sheds the most light on the child 
preachers of .Sweden was found, not in Scandinavia, but in 
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Germany. East coast Millerite key documents were found in 
the far West in the Huntington Library, in California. The 
1654 Amsterdam treatise by the Jewish interpreter Manasseh 
ben Israel was found in New York City, and many priceless 
Reformation documents not accessible anywhere in Europe 
are in the famous Van Ess Reformation Collection in Union 
Theological Seminary Library, New York City. When all 
are brought together, this assemblage forms an instrument 
of beauty and utility for the cause of truth that will become 
increasingly apparent. 

Materials Secured From Authority on Cusa 

Grateful memories cluster about my tw'o extended periods 
of research in the British Museum, with appreciation to the 
superintendent of the reading room, Mr. A. I. Ellis, for his 
many courtesies. On numerous occasions Mr. Ellis took time 
personally to help untangle problems arising from faulty 
cataloging, or from the inability of his staff to locate certain 
documents housed in the archives of that unrivaled institution. 
These included original printings of seventeenth-century Con¬ 
fessions of Faith concerning the identity of Antichrist, and 
a score of printed sermons contemporarily recognizing the 
1755 Lisbon earthquake as a fulfillment of prophecy, and the 
first of those special harbingers that were to herald the last 
days. Hundreds of items were found and photostated. 

Of exceptional value was an acquaintance made at the time 

of my 1935 visit. Mr. Ellis introduced me to a Jewish refugee 

from growing Nazi pressure—Professor Raymond Klibansky, 

formerly professor of medieval philosophy in Heidelberg 

Universitv. Mv heart went out to this man who had been 

* * 

driven from his homeland. He inquired concerning the field 
of my research, and I told him I was tracing the history of 
prophetic interpretation through the centuries of the Christian 
Era—the four empires, the breakup of Rome, and the rule of 
the persecuting Little Horn. I was then engaged in tracing the 
year-day principle, first applied by the Jews to the seventy 
weeks, and then to all of Daniel’s longer time periods. 

I mentioned, next, certain noted Christian writers—the 
twelfth-centurv Toachim of Floris, first to apply this funda- 
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mental principle to the 1260 years; the fourteenth-century 
Walter Brute of England, on the 1290 and 1335 years; and the 
fifteenth-century Nicholas (Krebs) of Cusa, the first to carry 
the application of the year-day principle on to the longer 2300 
days of Daniel 8:14, and that was about a.d. 1440. But I 
needed more data. Dr. Klibansky’s eyes lighted up as he told 
me of his own specialized study of Cusa as a philosopher, of 
how he had once been commissioned to recatalog Cusa’s library, 
which had been preserved, and how he had written the article 
on Cusa for the authoritative Illustrated Italian Encyclopedia. 
But he did not have his documentary materials with him as 
yet. some of which would be of special interest and value to me. 

I kept in touch with him, however, and when I returned to 
the British Museum in 1938 I again made contact with Dr. 
Klibanskv, who was now teaching in the field of medieval 
philosophy at Oriel College, Oxford. He then presented me 
with a photograph of Cusa’s likeness, which had been sculptured 
shortly before his death* And he gave me a number of photostat 
copies of handwritten expositions and manuscript sermons, one 
of which dealt with the 2300 days as years, as well as a page 
from Cusa’s library, of an old manuscript copy of Joachim— 
the first to apply the year-day principle to the 1260 years— 
and which had unquestionably influenced Cusa. Here was 
documentary evidence. Dr. Klibansky also gave me a copy 
of a sheet in Cusa’s handwriting, bearing his signature, setting 
forth his theory of planetary motion, in which this noted cleric 
anticipated the system of Copernicus. This sermon on the 
2300 years from the time of Persia was the basis of his printed 
Conjecture on the Last Days. 

Surely this was a conspicuous providence that I should 
meet the greatest living authority on Cusa in this unusual 
way, and from him obtain this priceless supplemental data. 

Coins and Medallions Form Independent Witness Line 

The vast coin and medallion collection of the British Museum 
provided many unique and infallible proofs of the historical 
fulfillment of prophetic specifications. There is a remarkable 
coin of Vespasian, issued about a.d. 79, which pictures Rome 
as a woman sitting or leaning back upon her seven hills. The 
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coins of the subsequent barbarian nations help to establish the 
identity of the ten kingdoms which supplanted the empire of 
the Caesars. The transition from paganism to the Papacy is 
visualized, as the title, Pontifex Maximus of pagan Rome, 
retained by the Christian emperors from Constantine on to 
Gratian, about the fifth century was taken over boldly by 
the popes of Rome, and appears thenceforth on papal medallions. 
These medallions exhibit the homage of kings, and their 
rendering of adoration as to gods. 

The blasphemous claims and pretentions are there, and the 
glorification of persecution, as portrayed on the medallion 
memorializing the slaughter of the Huguenots in 1572, and the 
extinction of heresy in France through the Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes. These comprise incontrovertible evidences 
of an unusual character. Such is the mute but nonetheless 
eloquent witness of the giant coin collection of the British 
Museum, which provides a second paralleling line of testimony, 
to place along with the written records. A large group of 
plaster-of-Paris casts of these form an unusual part of the 
Advent Source Collection. 

Diplomat’s Pass, Special Room, and Attendants 

At the time of my first visit to the National Library in 
Paris, in 1935, many time-consuming restrictions were in vogue. 
One of the most trying was the requirement that everyone’s 
brief case must be inspected when he passed back and forth 
from one division of the library to another within the building. 
These regulations slowed down the progress of our work 
materially. Hence, Jean Vuilleumier and I went to the director 
for help in expediting our work. After I showed the director 
my letters of recommendation from high American librarians 
and officials, he said: “I’ll arrange that for you. I will give you 
a special diplomat’s pass exempting you from inspection. 
Further, I’ll place the new periodical reading room (not yet 
opened to the public) temporarily at your disposal, with a 
special attendant to get you all the books you require. And 
you can freely leave your books and materials there on the 
tables at night, which will save you time.” 

This he did. and our work at this important institution was 
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greatly expedited. Items of great value and rarity were secured, 
which have been of unusual service. And when I returned in 
1938 I took my old pass to the director, and he simply redated 
and re-signed the pass. Thus were we favored by the good 
hand of God in Catholic Paris, which still bore the scars of 
the French Revolution, its philosophy and license, all of 
which necessitated the strict regulations in general force at the 
librarv. 

m 

One priceless item at the Bibliotheque Nationale was a 
ninth-century manuscript by the Spanish artist-monk, Beatus, 
whose treatise contained drawings of the prophetic symbols 
of Daniel and the Apocalypse—the four beasts of Daniel 7, 
the ram and the he-goat, the breaking of the horns, the con¬ 
trasting Avomen of Revelation 12 and 17, the beasts of Revela¬ 
tion 12, 13, and 17, and the old serpent being hurled by the 
angel into the abyss. These appear to be the earliest pictorial 
records extant of the concepts of the prophetic beasts brought 
down to us from the days of the past. 

The curator of the manuscript division was not willing, 
at first, that photostats be made of these originals. He said 
that none had ever been permitted, that they might be injured 
in the process, and so on. I asked whether, if I secured an 
authorization from the director or the board of directors, that 
would provide satisfactory authorization—for I had been 
promised photostat privileges for any item I needed. Recog¬ 
nizing that I would carry my appeal above him, he immediately 
changed his attitude and said that perhaps he already had 
sufficient discretionary powers and would authorize the photo¬ 
stats. So the pictures were soon in my hands. 

Wittenberg Cases Opened for Photographing 

The little town of Wittenberg, once the throbbing heart of 
the developing German Reformation, is still surrounded by its 
ancient wall. It was a moving experience to gaze upon the 
scenes once so familiar to the eyes of Luther and Melanchthon 
in those epochal days—to see the same old buildings around 
which took place mighty events in the upsurge of the Reforma¬ 
tion. It was a privilege to sit for a moment in the same window 
seat where Luther thought out and phrased the Ninety-Five 
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Theses that were forming in his mind; to stand by the table 

on which he wrote them out. Then, across the town I stood bv 

the door of the castle church to which he nailed them. In fancy 

* 

I seemed to see again those dramatic scenes—the milling crowd, 
some for and some against. Finally, I went back to the spot 
outside the Elster Gate, where Luther solemnly burned the 
pope’s bull as the “Bull of Antichrist,’* in the presence of 
the determined populace. The very spirit of those mighty 
days of crisis seemed still to cling to those inanimate objects. 
They were eloquent with meaning. 

An extraordinary favor was granted by the caretakers 
when I wished to take close-up pictures of these ancient docu¬ 
ments that once moved the world. They were protected in glass 
cases that had not been opened within the memory of the elderly 
attendants. In response to my appeal they unscrewed the tops 
of certain cases to permit photographing of these oldest copies 
of the mighty instruments of the Reformation which, inciden¬ 
tally, were so vital to the recovery of prophetic interpretation, 
and which provided, in turn, the great dynamic that furnished 
the courage and daring to break with Rome. 

Later, through the gratuity of certain American physicians, 
we were able to purchase copies of very rare and costly Luther 
treatises, printed in 1520, setting forth Luther’s great stand 
“Against the Execrable Bull of Antichrist.” 

Geneva Rare Books Allowed Out for Night Study 

At the University of Geneva timing arrangements had 
been made in advance to reach the university two weeks before 
the library was to close for a portion of the summer. However, 
upon my arrival at the stated time, the librarian said he regretted 
to inform me that the controlling board had advanced the library 
closing date one week; therefore I had but a single week in 
which to compass my task. Before the first day had ended, I 
saw I could never finish my work at that rate within the one 
short week. 

Toward evening the considerate head of the rare book 
division, in which I was working, told me to select three books 
that I wished to use in my hotel room that night, and to meet 
him outside the main library entrance at closing time. There 
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he placed these three books in my hand and bade me meet him 
iust before the opening hour in the morning. This I did. 
And, in fact, this procedure was repeated each day throughout 
the remainder of the week. Books that were not supposed 
to leave the rare-book room he permitted me to take to my hotel 
room night after night. In this way, by burning the candle 
at both ends of the day, I was enabled to finish the essentials of 
my quest at Geneva in the one week of time. 

As I sat for a little time each noon in front of the famous 
Reformation Wall on the university campus—graphically por¬ 
traying Calvin, Farel, Beza, and Knox—I was profoundly 
impressed anew within the shadow of those hallowed scenes of 
the past, with the guiding hand of God in the advancement 
of His work in the earth. The fact that the first sermon ever 
preached by John Knox, in 1547, was on the four world 
powers of Daniel 7—with the ten divisions of the Roman 
fourth and the Little Horn as the Papacy—was impressed on 
my consciousness. Everywhere I went the reminders of the 
past spoke in familiar prophetic terms that have become our 
heritage today. These were our spiritual forebears. We are 
tied to them with indissoluble bonds. The conviction was 
brought home to me that we have been raised up to lift aloft 
once more the prophetic torch that has been dropped by their 
successors. Glorious privilege, ours ! 

Cambridge Finds Lost Waldensian Manuscripts 

The key to the background of favoring circumstances at 
Cambridge University in England is found in my visit to the 
Waldensian valleys in northern Italy. I was returning from 
Rome to Geneva with Professor Alfred Vaucher, of Collonges. 
His mother was Italian, but his father was Swiss. Consequently 
he speaks both French and Italian with equal facility. We had 
stopped at Turin and Milan, with its famous cathedral, from 
the spire of which the traveler can see the peaks of the 
Piedmontese Alps on a clear day. We had arrived at Torre 
Pellice, the gateway to this fascinating cluster of valleys, 
encircled by the snow-capped Alps. 

A trip to the Angrogna Valley led past a famous cave 
where God’s Israel of the Alps once worshiped in the solitudes 
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of nature. My journey was climaxed with a visit to an old 
Waldensian church, in the portico of which a large stone table 
too has been preserved. Around this the Waldensian mission¬ 
aries once studied, and wrote out portions of Scripture to 
distribute in their missionary pilgrimages throughout Europe. 
A sense of awesome reverence swept over the soul, there in 
the gradeur of the “place prepared of God” for the preservation 
of His truth in those dark days of the past. 

Through previous arrangement we had conferences with 
the librarian and the professor of history at the Waldensian 
college located there. Professor Vaucher had been a student 
at this college. Here 1 secured information concerning the 
precious Waldensian documents that, in the time of bitter 
persecution, had been sent to Cambridge University, England, 
for safekeeping. 1 thus had a descriptive list of these manu¬ 
script documents that had been deposited at Cambridge. In 
time I reached England, leaving Professor Vaucher at Geneva. 
In accordance with prior arrangements made with the manu¬ 
script division at Cambridge for access to these Waldensian 
materials which had been put into a set of books (labeled “A” to 
“Z”), I placed my request for the items. All but volumes “A” 
to “F” were brought to me, with the statement that those 
particular early volumes had been misplaced, or were missing 
for many years, and their loss had been so entered in the catalog. 

This was disappointing, for the most important items were 
listed as being in these earlier volumes. I appealed for special 
search to be made, and for them to be traced back through 
the records of the years. A day or two later the attendant, 
with an air of exuberance, brought me a little set of books 
in manuscript form lettered “A” to “F” which had been 
cataloged as some unidentified antiquated Spanish writings. 
He said, “Do you suppose these could be the long-lost items? 
Where is the list you said you brought with you?” 

“We should be able to settle that in a few minutes,” 1 
responded, “for here on the list volume ‘A’ has nineteen 
items.” We counted them; and lo, there were just nineteen. 
And similarly with the other volumes; each one checked. They 
were indeed the misplaced volumes, about which there had 
been much surmise and many unjustifiable assertions by critics 
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of the Waldenses. They had been mistaken for ancient Spanish, 
because they were written in the Romaunt language, which was 
the patois of Southern Europe between the time of the break¬ 
down of Latin as a living tongue and the emergence of Spanish, 
French, and Italian as modern languages about the thirteenth 
century—in other words, between the eighth and thirteenth 
centuries. They had been found once before, but the catalog 
had not been revised, and they had become lost to view again, 
and were so recorded. 

Here were portions of the Scriptures, commentaries, a copy 
of the “Noble Lesson” and other precious items. The finding 
of these lost documents was one of the thrills that come but 
once in a lifetime. Their recovery was of real importance 
and has a definite bearing on the whole question of our under¬ 
standing of the medieval church and its positions. Here was 
Providence again at work. 

Establishing Authenticity of Eberhardt Speech 

At the University of Vienna, Austria, visited shortly after 
the Anschluss , in 1938, Pastor F. A. Dorner and I found Roman 
Catholic prejudice keen and co-operation grudging. Plowever, 
the head of the history department was most kind and helpful. 
I was seeking the testimony of Eberhardt II, thirteenth- 
century Archbishop of Salzburg, who broke with the pope 
and stood with his emperor, Frederick II, in opposition to 
the pope’s demands. I was establishing his declaration that 
the Little Horn is none other than the historical Papacy. 
Eberhardt’s amazing speech asserting this was made at the 
Council of Regensburg, in 1240, and appears in the Annales 
Boiorum (Annals of Bavaria) by Aventinus. It was a revolu¬ 
tionary declaration that the prophetic Little Horn is simply 
the historical Papacy. 

But the librarian said, “While the speech is clearly there, 
Aventinus introduces it by saying that the ‘Archimystam’ said 
thus and so, but he does not specifically say it was Archbishop 
Eberhardt that made it, as you can see. It was clearly the 
‘Archimystam,’ whoever he was.” And it did look unproved 
—until we sought out a standard lexicon of long ago which 
stated expressly that “Archimystam” was a favorite term 
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employed by Aventinus when he referred to or cited an arch¬ 
bishop. “Well,” said the librarian, “that certainly settles that 
point. The speech was assuredly by Archbishop Eberhardt. 
You will never need to yield that point.” 

And that is not all. We secured a photograph of the 
portrait of Eberhardt that had been painted up near the dome 
of the ancient cathedral, which had been erected in the twelfth 
century. It was one of a series of portraits painted from life 
through the years, of the bishops who had been in charge of 
the cathedral. It was secured only after much effort by my 
faithful associate. Pastor Dorner, of Berlin, who had to secure 
both Nazi and cathedral permission, and had to have a little 
scaffolding built high up in the dome, so that the photographer 
might get the coveted picture of the first man in history— 
an archbishop—to apply the Little Horn prophecy to the 
historical Papacy, in 1240. 

Conferring With Methodist College President at Rome 

For many reasons my stay in Rome is unforgettable. In 
company with Professor Alfred Vaucher I was comfortably 
housed at an Adventist sister’s hostel. (Rome, be it noted 
in passing, has some four hundred Catholic churches, and 
each seems to have a bell. Furthermore, all start ringing 
very early in the morning, though this did not disturb me, for I 
am an early riser.) Our research work was in three leading 
libraries, the most famous, of course, being the Vatican 
Library. I must add that every courtesy was extended, and 
many valuable items were obtained, being photostated by the 
official photographer of the Vatican. However, the other 
libraries yielded more material in the field of our quest. 

Shortly before our departure our young pastor at Rome 
had arranged for us to call on the president of the well-known 
Methodist College, located just outside the walls of Rome on a 
hill looking down upon the Vatican buildings. The president 
and his professor of history were very pleasant that Friday 
afternoon, and seemed most interested in my quest. Our 
young minister told them that I was to speak in our little 

chapel the next morning, and invited them to come. Yes, 
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they would surely be there, though I first thought it was 
just proverbial Italian politeness. 

But on Sabbath morning, at our attractive chapel, just before 
I was to speak, in walked the president and this professor and 
seated themselves in the second row. Their interest was 
.evident, and at the close they sought an appointment for 
Sunday afternoon at my hostel, where for hours we talked 
concerning Rome in prophecy, and examined the photostatic 
evidence of the centuries. They seemed deeply impressed, and 
freely admitted that they had been convinced. They were read¬ 
ing The Great Controversy when the war broke out. Obviously, 
the greater the training and the broader the background, the 
greater and more comprehensive the interest in these things of 
international import and evidence. 



I 


Section Three 

Providential Experiences 
in North America 


D OUBTLESS the most wonderful and impressive provi¬ 
dence of all in the recovering of the full story of the 
Millerite movement, came in connection with a tour of 
New England made with Clifton L. Taylor in his car. We 
were out to find every possible early advent document and bit 
of evidence in the homes of our people in New York State. 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. While 
numerous helpful bits of evidence and not a few source 
documents were secured, the great thrill came in Maine. In 
Augusta, while conversing with the State historian, I inquired 
as to where anv descendant of Isaac Wellcome, the First Dav 
Adventist historian, might be found. We were told that his 
son, Frank O. Wellcome, was the retired postmaster at 
Yarmouth, Maine, and were assured that by driving steadily 
we could reach there before dark. 

On arrival we found Mr. Wellcome’s little white house 
on the outskirts of the town. When we revealed the object 
of our quest—to find wither he had any of his father's 
old Millerite books and papers that would help in our research 
quest—he informed us that he did. He invited us in for supper, 
which was just about to be served. It was evident that this 
elderly son was not too happy over his father’s participation 
in the Millerite movement and 1844 disappointment that had 
brought a sort of odium upon all involved in it. We accord¬ 
ingly spent the evening conversing over the real meaning of 
that great religious movement. I did my best to present its 
actual import. Mr. Wellcome appeared deeply impressed. 
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and seemed to obtain a quite different opinion of adventism 
from that which he had been holding. 

It was getting late, and we said we would get a room at 
the hotel for the night, and return in the morning for a look 
at his father’s books. But Mr. Wellcome urged us to stay 
overnight, as they had a “spare room.” We accepted his kind 
invitation. The next day, after breakfast, we were led 
upstairs to the attic. There, in tiers of simple but neat, 
unpainted bookshelves, was Isaac Wellcome’s library, intact. 

What a sight for interested eyes! Here was a book for 
which I had long hunted. There was another with an intriguing 
title, of which I had never heard. Over yonder was a priceless 
set. A bit overwhelmed, I just stood looking at them, when 
Mr. Wellcome inquired, “Do you want access to some of these?” 

“Indeed I do,” was my response. 

“Well, take those you need, and put them in a pile here.” 

I proceeded to pull out some twenty or thirty important books. 

“Is that all vou need?” he asked. 

* 

“Oh, no,” I replied, “I need many more, but I mustn’t ask 
for too many.” 

“Pull them out,” he directed, “and we’ll see.” 

So I began in earnest. Combing the shelves back and 
forth, Elder Taylor and I selected several sizable piles out of 
the secular and unrelated works. I grew a bit anxious. The 
piles seemed so large that I feared we might spoil our chance of 
getting them. At last I said, “Mr. Wellcome, I need access to 
these for a year, in order properly to study them. What 
arrangement can I make?” 

“Well,” was his response, “after we were through with 
last evening’s chat I didn’t sleep much in the night. I was 
thinking about what you told me. I’m not a religious man. 
These books have no value to me, except the sentimental one 
—that they were my father’s. In thinking it over, I’ve been 
impressed to give them to you for your Advent Source Col¬ 
lection. I believe you need them.” 

My heart leaped for joy. God had moved upon his Eeart 
to do more than I was prepared to ask. Then he said, “Come, 
and I will show you something else.” He then led us through 
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a door into the attic over the connecting woodshed.' There, 
under some chicken coops, was a long wooden box with a 
hinged lid, which I suspect had been an outer case for a 
casket. Removing the coops, and lifting the lid, we saw a pile 
of old advent periodicals and correspondence. “These,” he 
said, “you can also have. They might as well go along with the 
books.” Thanking him again and again, we carried them all 
downstairs and loaded them into the back of Brother Tavlor’s 
car until it was almost riding on the rear axle. 

As we left the little white house on the hill, we were filled 
with grateful memories. The books were shipped bv freight 
to Washington, D.C., and the General Conference Committee 
sent Mr. Wellcome a formal note of appreciation. A neat 
identification bookplate was printed and attached to all the books 
and papers so providentially brought into our hands. They 
are a permanent part of the Advent Source Collection. 

Antiquarian Director Opens Library on Sunday 

The famous American Antiquarian Society at Worcester, 
Massachusetts, houses some seventy per cent of all of early 
Americana—nearly a million items in all. Photostats of hun¬ 
dreds of priceless advent source documents have been secured 
in the past ten years from this unique institution. On the occa¬ 
sion of mv last visit, in order to save time, I was permitted by the 
director, Dr. Clarence S. Brigham, to take personally to the 
photostat company in the city, the items I wished to have 
photostated. This I did at noon as I went to lunch. 

One day I needed certain photostats made from a bound 
collection of the earliest American pamphlets, valued at from 
$8,000 to $10,000. As I was about to leave the building with 
this treasure book, one of the assistants asked rather 
whimsically, “Will we ever see you again?” Her good-natured 
pleasantry really reflected definite confidence, built up over a 
period of years of satisfactory research relationships. These 
courtesies have lightened the heavy task. 

However, I did not quite finish my work by the Friday 
afternoon on which I had hoped to leave. I would not, of 
course, come on Sabbath. But I needed to get on to my next 
appointment, and inquired about Sunday possibilities. Dr. 
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C. S. Brigham said that he sometimes came to the institution on 
Sunday to read and study, and if it would help me he would 
come the next Sunday so that I could finish my work and catch 
the night train for Washington. This he kindly did. And 
so it came to pass that I spent the day with Cotton Mather’s 
famous manuscripts. The unusual courtesy enabled me to 
complete my research and to meet my next appointment on 
time. It was one of those little but nonetheless unusual and 
assuring tokens of favor. 

Providential Timing of Theological Library Visit 

One of the most impressive providences took place at the 
Union Theological Seminary, where Dr. W. W. Rockwell, 
then the librarian, had extended many unusual privileges. 
This institution has doubtless the largest theological works 
collection in America. I had compassed all treatises on 
prophecy that I could secure by known authors and titles. 
The heavy task of cataloging by topics—including Daniel, the 
Revelation, Antichrist, and the millennium—had not yet been 
completed by the Seminary. I would periodically inquire as 
to the progress in cataloging, which seemed so slow. 

One day I dropped in and asked the familiar question. 
Dr. Rockwell responded, “Go to the processing room and ask 

M iss -. What you are looking for may be there, as 

we are nearing the end of the task.’’ Upon approaching 
Miss - I inquired, “Have you finished the topical cata¬ 

loging of the subjects I am after?” “Just what are they 
again?” she asked. “I want every book you have on the 
prophecies of Daniel,” I said. Her face took on a peculiar 
expression. “What else?” she continued. “Everything you 
have on the Revelation,” I answered. Again there was that 
strange look, as she added, “What else?” Everything on the 
Antichrist.” “Well,” she said, looking at me intently, “is there 
anything else you want?” “Yes,” I continued, “everything on 
the millennium.” 

Miss - stared at me a moment and then said in a 

sober voice, “This is surely your lucky day! All four of the 
segregations you seek are on trucks right here in this room. 
This is the only time they have ever been brought together in 
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this way, and we were planning to redistribute them to the 
shelves tomorrow. You stay right here and go through them, 
and if you find anything you haven’t already secured, you 
can hold them out. This is surely your lucky day!” 

No, not “my luck}’ day,” but the working of Divine Provi¬ 
dence. I found about twenty-five books I had missed by the 
author-and-title method. Several days later, when I had 
finished my examination of the books, Dr. Rockwell said, “Call 
a taxi and take them over yourself to the photostat division 
of Columbia.” Gratefully 1 took them safely there. Surely. 
God had timed mv visit. 

Jewish Scholars Lend Their Expert Aid 

Jewish scholars also aided in recovering the expositions of 
thirty leading Jewish writers on prophecy between the time of 
Josephus in the first century and Manasseh ben Israel in 1654. 
Through the kind offices of Dr. Joshua Bloch, head of the 
Jewish Division of the New York Public Library, I had all 
interview with Dr. Louis Finkelstein, president of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. He gave me two books 
to read for a preliminary survey of the general ground 
covered by my quest. These I studied. He then arranged for 
me to go to the residence of Dr. Louis Ginzberg, most noted 
Talmudist of America, where his personal library was housed. 

Dr. Ginzberg was most generous with his time, and traced 

out the leading Jewish Expositors of the centuries, from the 

time of the old unvoweled Hebrew writings. Our search 

covered the entire Christian Era. Many of these writers were 

fascinating characters, whose expositions were remarkable- 

like those of Manasseh ben Israel. His commentary on The 

Glorious Statue of Daniel 2 was illustrated by the great artist 

Rembrandt in 1654. On this graphic picture the letters of 

the name Babvlon were inscribed across the forehead. Media 

* 

and Persia were lettered down the two arms, Grecia across the 
waist, and Rome down one of the two legs. This was standard 
Jewish exposition. The stone would be the Messianic kingdom. 

- When Dr. Ginzberg had finished the successful quest for 
the great Jewish expositors of history, he turned to me and 
said, % T have given considerable time to helping you; now I want 
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you to help me. Tell me why you, a Christian, keep Our Jewish 
Sabbath.” 

“Surely,” I answered, “I’ll be only too happy to do so 
—only Seventh-day Adventists refer to the seventh-day 
Sabbath as the Sabbath of the Lord, because it was given to 
mankind long before it was placed in the special custody of 
the Tews.” 

“Well, we’ll pass that,” he replied. “But tell me about 
the reason for Adventists’ observing the Sabbath.” 

“Doctor,” I responded, “do you remember how Don Isaac 
Abravanel, the Jewish minister of finance to Ferdinand and 
Isabella of Spain at the close of the fifteenth century, said 
it was his inner conviction that the Little Horn of Daniel 
7 was the rule of the pope?” 

“Oh, yes,” he said, “but what has that to do with Seventh- 
day Adventists’ keeping the Sabbath?” 

“Just this,” I replied: “Seventh-day Adventists believe 
exactly the same as Abravanel—that the Little Horn symbolized 
indeed the rule of the pope. And that is a vital factor in the 

storv.” 

* 

I then launched into an exposition of the four empires 
of Daniel 7, the breakup of the fourth, the intrusion of the 
Little Horn that became the dominant factor in Europe all 
through the Middle Ages. I explained how we also held 
the year-day principle for all time prophecy—in this instance 
involving 1260 years for the predicted spiritual supremacy of 
the popes, historically from the time of Justinian, who recog¬ 
nized the Bishop of Rome as head of all the churches, on to 
the French Revolution, when that spiritual primacy was broken. 
Then I explained the prophesied characteristics and achieve¬ 
ments of the papal horn—persecuting the saints, thinking to 
change the time feature of the Sabbath. 

I traced the vicissitudes of the seventh-day Sabbath through 
the early portion of the Christian Era—told how its observance 
persisted for centuries, how Sunday was gradually introduced 
as a paralleling festival in honor of the resurrection of Christ, 
how the two days came to stand for a time much on a parity, 
then how the Sabbath began to be depressed and Sunday 
exalted, with Sabbathkeeping at last anathematized. I showed 
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how Roman Catholics exhibit Sundaykeeping by Protestants as 
proof of Roman Catholic power and authority to change the 
ordinances given of God to the church. 

Then I told him of our unwillingness to accept that un¬ 
authorized papal change, and of our loyalty to the unchanged 
Sabbath of the Lord as a matter of principle. Moreover, 
I explained how in the Christian's New Testament the same 
papal power is portrayed in Revelation 13 and 14, and there 
this change in the Sabbath is set forth as the identifying mark 
of the Beast, or papal power and apostasy, in contrast to loyalty 
to the Sabbath seal of God* as Creator, Lawgiver, and 
Redeemer. “That," I said “is why we Seventh-day Adventists 
keep God’s original, unchanged Sabbath.” 

I shall never forget the doctor’s interest and then his 
solemn answer: “Now I see it. Why, you stand in contrast 
to all Protestants as well as to all Catholics! Now I have a 
respect for Adventists, their consistency, and the soundness 
of their positions on the Sabbath that I have never had before. 
Your church is the only real Protestant body in the world.” 

Arrangements were then made with Rabbi Abraham 
Shinedling, technical editor of the International Jewish Ency¬ 
clopedia, to translate all these Jewish expositions from the 
unvoweled Hebrew. And after my chapters in Volume II 
of The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers were written regarding 
these Jewish expositors, we spent hours together going over 
my material line by line for any adjustments needed for greater 
accuracy of statement. In a written statement the rabbi 
testified to my fairness in handling the Jewish exposition of 
prophecy and the general historical setting, together with an 
expression of respect for Seventh-day Adventists and the 
logic and soundness of their positions. 

Key to Library Provided for Sunday 

Through correspondence with the Seventh Day Baptist 
headquarters at Plainfield, New Jersey, I learned that quite full 
data were available on James A. Begg, publisher, of Glasgow, 
Scotland. He was an able Old World prophetic expositor 
and herald of the second advent from 1829 onward, and a 
.Sabbathkeeper as well. He wrote the first letter of welcome 
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from the Old World Adventists to the newly launched Signs 
of tho Tinies at Boston, in 1840. By appointment I had a good 
talk with the editor of T)ic Sabbath Recorder, the custodian 
of the Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society, and the dean 
of their school of theology at Alfred University. At this 
conference I appealed for a closer understanding between the 
two Sabbathkeeping branches of the Christian church, and 
for an abandonment of the publishing of L. R. Conradi’s 
attacks on Adventists. 

I found many important research items but did not quite 
complete my quest by Friday afternoon. Naturally, neither 
of us would be there on Sabbath. But since they were closed 
on Sunday, I would lose a full day. Noticing my anxiety, 
they immediately said graciously, “That can easily be cared for. 
Here is the key to the front door, and this is the key to the 
library reading room, and your materials are right here on the 
table.” Thus by the kindness of these Sabbatarian brethren, I 
was able to complete my work by Sunday night, and left the keys 
with them on Monday morning ere I went gratefully on my way. 

Edson Manuscript Recital Preserved 

To the late H. M. Kelley goes the credit for preserving the 
priceless Hiram Edson manuscript which tells, in Edson’s own 
words, the graphic story of his experience in the Advent Move¬ 
ment in 1844, and of that memorable morning of October 23, 
following the day of bitter disappointment, with the unforget¬ 
table episode in the cornfield. It differs from traditional 
accounts that sprang up in later years. This recital comprised 
the historical part of a large manuscript which, in its remaining 
portion, entered the field of theological speculation. The 
brethren were unwilling to print this latter part, but Edson 
said, “Either print it all, or none.” Accordingly it was not 
printed. Many years later Elder Kelley, who had come into 
possession of it, placed this historic, thirty-page original docu¬ 
ment permanently in the Advent Source Collection, with a 
sworn affidavit from Edson’s daughter that it was her father’s 
handwritten manuscript. 

To Professor Arthur W. Spalding goes the credit for 
ferreting out the facts, back in 1908, and for securing the inner 
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story of the manuscript from the literary helper who prepared 
it for the publication which never took place. And to Professor 
Spalding goes the further honor of embodying this true 
version of the dawning of the fuller sanctuary light, as it 
appeared in the original edition of his Pioneer Stories in 1922. 
This corrects the faulty traditional account that had crept into 
our literature concerning the clarification of our sanctuary 
position. The acceptance of this genuine version makes even 
part of the historical progression consistent with the docu¬ 
mentary evidence. The original manuscript is one of the 
priceless items in the Advent Source Collection. We thank God 
for its possession. 

We should mention the successful gathering, also by Pro¬ 
fessor Spalding, of the Charles G. Fitch letters, documents, 
and data—these to go ultimately to the Advent Source 
Collection. His writings and his paper, The Second Advent 
of Christ, have all been recovered. And in Cleveland, pictures 
of the old Fitch church and the Millerite tabernacle were secured 
from an elderly newspaper photographer whose hobby was the 
collection of pictures of pioneer church structures in Cleveland. 
Thus the true, illustrated story of the part played bv Charles 
Fitch came to be pieced together. 

Loughborough Manuscript Kept From Fire 

Another valuable accession was a large typewritten manu¬ 
script pecked out by J. N. Loughborough on an old Blick tele¬ 
graph typewriter, all in capitals. It was his answer, prepared in 
1918 shortly before his death, to the charges of lies, distortion. 

and inaccuracv hurled bv certain critics a short time before 

* ^ 

against his earlier books concerning the beginnings of the 
Advent Movement. When offered for publication to one of 
our publishing houses, it was obviously not of sufficient general 
interest to warrant issuance. It was accordingly returned to 
the author. 

In his advancing years Elder Loughborough gave it to 
H. A. Washburn, then professor of history at Pacific Union 
College, who valued it and preserved it. One day the professor s 
cottage burned to the ground, and with it went his fine 
librarv. The few books he had left were on his desk at the 
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college. Among them was this manuscript, entitled “Some 
Experiences.” At the close of my first series of lectures 
on the Millerite Movement, which I had been asked to give 
at the opening of the Advanced Bible School held that year 
at Pacific Union College, Professor Washburn brought the 
manuscript and placed it in my hands with the observation, 
“Xow I understand why this manuscript should be one of the 
few things preserved from my entire library by being on 
my desk in the college. God wanted it kept for this use. Put 
it in the Advent Source Collection.” 

Millerite Banner and Chart Preserved 

A piece of the blue flag, or banner, that flew between the 
two poles of the mammoth Millerite canvas tent whenever 
public meetings were being held, was retained by J. V. Himes. 
On it had been lettered the significant words, “Thy kingdom 
come.” In 1895, when he was a guest at the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium, Mr. Himes had given this cherished memento 
to Dr. J. H. Kellogg. But the doctor was not particularly 
interested in it, and gave it to A. O. Tait, who retained it— 
although it was largely forgotten until shortly before his death. 

Upon hearing some of my early lectures on the Millerite 
movement, he remembered this valuable memento and trans¬ 
ferred it, along with many other rare items that had been 
packed away, to the Advent Source Collection. Significantly 
enough, preserved in a special folder, along with the flag, was 
the best small prophetic chart that had been devised prior to 
the famous “1843” chart. This smaller chart discloses some 
of the earlier crudities and inaccuracies prior to the new and 
larger chart, which superseded all others. Other copies are 
virtually unobtainable. An original also of the famous “1843” 
chart, costing $100, was placed in the collection by Professor 
M. L. Andreasen. It was one of the three hundred copies 
lithographed in 1842. 
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Section Four 


The Value of the Quest 

O X MY trip from Europe one of my favorite daily 
pastimes aboard ship was to go to the rear deck of 
the giant S.S. Europa, there to watch the wake of this 
mighty ocean liner. Stretching away to the rear as straight as an 
arrow, it reached back to the horizon line, where sky and 
ocean seemed to meet. It held a strange fascination for me. 
This clearly defined path of foamy white, churned by the 
powerful blades of the speeding propellers and laid across 
the blue-green bosom of the ocean, became to me a vivid, 
unforgettable symbol of the wake of prophetic interpretation, 
likewise laid across the centuries to the verv horizon line of 
the Christian Era. 

With prophetic interpretation, however, the wake is infinitely 
more tangible than the ephemeral wake of the ship. That of 
prophecy is embedded in book, pamphlet, broadside, manuscript, 
illustration, sculpture, coin, and medallion, which persists 
through the years. The path traversed by the old ship Zion is 
left embedded in the imperishable records by our European 
forebears. Thus we are enabled to see whence our basic 
interpretations came—the line of exposition reaching back to 
the first century, connecting the new with the old and making 
us one in basic belief. Moreover, we of the New World are 
definitely connected with the Old. We are bound by common 
prophetic ties that are indissoluble. Ours is a world relation¬ 
ship. We are the seventh and final segment of God’s true 
church of the centuries. And sound prophetic interpretation 
is one of those continuing strands, running through like the 
srarlet thread in all the cordage of the British Navy. 
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Strategic Advantage of Over-all View 

The international character and concept of prophetic truth, 
and its ever contemporary recognition, meets with a universally 
favorable response. Such a view of the prophecies appeals to 
peoples in every land, whether presented in Scandinavia, Ger¬ 
many, England, France, Switzerland, Italy, Australia, America, 
or the Orient. I know this to be the case from personal experi¬ 
ence. It removes the stigma of a localized or national origin, 
or some proprietary right, and makes the broadest possible 
appeal. 

It undermines the charge that Adventists are upstart 
innovators, tardy originators, and unsound heretics on the proph¬ 
ecies by showing that we simply hold what the early church 
taught on the basic prophetic outlines, until it was lost under 
the impact of the great Latin apostasy. And further, it shows 
that all the Protestant Reformation leaders recovered and 
taught these same fundamental positions, only carried forward 
in logical progression, until the blighting inroads of Protestant 
rationalism and until Rome's counterinterpretations of proph¬ 
ecy began to be accepted. These innovations have now 
split Protestant interpretation into two neutralizing camps— 
the modernists, holding to the Catholic Preterist view of 
prophecy, and the fundamentalists, clinging to ill-concealed 
Catholic Futurism. 

We stand apart from both, as champions of the original 
but now largely abandoned Historical School of prophetic 
interpretation. We are therefore in the unique, favorable, and 
strategic position of being able to take the offensive, instead 
of being always different from everybody, and always on the 
defensive. We are like the church of the past in its periods 
of greatest purity. Such a change of strategy will put the 
popular religious leaders of today in the uncomfortable situation 
of having to explain and defend their inconcealable departures 
from the sound position of their founding fathers. It is an 
advantageous position for us. We do not have to explain. 
And we should capitalize upon the full weight of its 
effectiveness. 

We stand as the inheritors of the past and the restorers of 


52 



the lost prophetic truth of the centuries. As last-day champions 
of forgotten and forsaken exposition, we clasp hands with 
our predecessors in the two former periods of greater prophetic 
light and understanding—the early church and Reformation 
periods. We have picked up the fallen torch of prophetic faith 
and are carrying it on. We are the continuators and consum- 
mators of the arrested Reformation expositors of prophecy. 
For this we have no apology; of this we are not ashamed. We 
are the last segment in the true line of God’s prophetic stalwarts 
through the centuries. Let us rejoice in our allotted place. 
One of our Seventh-day Adventist poets, Jessie Wilmore 
Murton. has aptly expressed the surety of our foundation in 
the following lines, penned at the close of a' recital of these 
backgrounds in old Battle Creek, Michigan. 

“On What a Sure Foundation 

“In pure and flaming glory 
The hope of ages past 
Bursts on this generation— 

Earth’s wisest, and its last. 

“We have not followed fables 
By cunning men devised, 

But hoar with years this treasure 
Through sin’s dark midnight prized. 

“The dusty Talmud pages, 

The ancient epic line, 

Are bright with interweaving 
Of threads of truth divine. 

“On what a sure foundation 
Is built God’s ministry— 

The Word, old at creation, 

Young, through eternity!” 

Summation of the Priceless Witness 

From the sum total of the material assembled—books, 
pamphlets, manuscripts, placards, prints, coins, medallions, and 
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sculptures—there comes forth the full and true story of the 
historical background and development of prophetic interpreta¬ 
tion. The great verities of sound prophetic interpretation are 
clearly established. The Catholic Counter Reformation origin 
of the specious counterinterpretations, which have split 
Protestantism’s witness, stands revealed. False assumptions and 
assertions are disproved. Vital statements of the Spirit of 
prophecy that have been challenged are sustained. 

Certain minor inaccuracies in understanding are clarified 
and rectified. And our vision of the central place of prophecy 
in the last message is enlarged, and this larger concept floodlights 
the prophetic pathway through the centuries. The results are 
worth infinitely more than all the toil and application entailed, 
and all the travel and money involved. Our rightful and related 
place in the line of the centuries is established. Our witness to 
the world can be more telling, our place in the plan of God made 
more effective. 
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Section Five 


Tangible Results Justify the Effort 


Interest of Vienna Specialist Aroused 

V 1EXXA was once the medical postgraduate center of the 
world. Some of the ablest specialists of Europe were 
connected with its medical schools and hospitals. And 
physicians from every land went there for graduate study. In 

1938 one of our own physicians, Dr. -, of Glendale, was 

taking some work in internal medicine with Professor-, 

one of the most eminent specialists in Europe. In the midst 
of his period of study I came to the University of Vienna in my 
quest for past expositions of prophecy, particularly of Nicholas 
Krebs of Cusa. 

While there, I was asked to speak at a union meeting of 
our churches in Vienna and its environs. A double service 
was planned—two meetings with an intermission between— 
on a Sabbath afternoon. It was an interesting occasion, par¬ 
ticularly so as the Gestapo were present. Dr. -- was very 

active in witnessing for the advent faith among his associates. 

He had already interested Professor - in our unique 

health principles and in our church in general. The professor 
was a nominal Catholic but was fully aware of the shortcomings 
of his own church. He was a man of high character, neither 
drinking nor smoking nor indulging in the common vices of 
the day. He lived an exemplary life, loved his home, and 
seemed unusually open-minded. 

He had become definitely interested in Seventh-day Advent¬ 
ists, and when our doctor told him of my meetings he expressed 
a desire to attend. He planned to this end, but an emergency 
case came in which prevented his coming. He telephoned to 
the auditorium and requested Dr. - to ask whether I 


55 



would be willing to come to his office that Saturday evening 
and give him a resume of my two meetings, since he had 
missed them. This I gladly did in the quiet of the professor’s 
suite of offices after his office hours. 

I faithfully but tactfully presented the prophetic picture 
of the Roman Empire, its breakup, and the great Latin apostasy 
upspringing in its territory. Then I told of the time period 
of its 1260-year spiritual supremacy, its rejection of the 
prophecies, its persecutions, and its admitted attempt to alter 
the Sabbath. Rarely have I seen a highly trained professional 
man so interested. He seemed deeply anxious and desirous of 
finding and following the truth of God. 

The last I knew he was reading Th-c Great Controversy when 
the war broke out, and was eager to come to America and 
connect either with our medical school or with one of our 
large sanitariums. He has since died, under peculiar circum¬ 
stances, during the Nazi rule in Austria. His experience 
illustrates how the larger historical story of the prophecies, with 
their usual appeal, touches the heart and interest of Catholics, 
as well as of Jews and Protestants. It reaches back of every 
race and religion into the hearts of thoughtful men everywhere. 

Greek Catholic Priest Accepts Evidence 

In Oakland, California, a few years ago, I was asked to 
address a Sabbath afternoon double session in the Paul Camp¬ 
bell tabernacle. Our workers and people had been encouraged 
to bring anv friends interested in the faith who had not yet 
identified themselves with us. The large tabernacle was filled. 
Many were not vet Adventists, and many were attendants 
at Evangelist Campbell’s meetings. Our Russian minister had 
brought a Greek Catholic priest, who followed the progressive 
story of the centuries with great interest, his eyes never leaving 
me. The presentation was enforced by graphic charts and 
buttressed with photostats of the key utterances of prophetic 
expositors of times past who had glimpsed the advancing light. 
The second meeting dealt with the earmarks of the remnant 
church and its recovery and consummation of the lost prophetic 
truths of the earlv and Reformation churches. 

At the close of the second meeting I called upon all in that 
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large audience to stand who believed the declarations made had 
been fully sustained by the evidence presented, and who wished 
to express their full acceptance of, or the undeviating adherence 
to. those truths of prophecy brought before them. Instantly 
the Greek Catholic priest was on his feet, with the majority of 
the audience, in solemn acceptance of the claims of the restored 
prophetic truth of God for the last days. After further 
studies from our workers this priest came into the remnant 
church. 

Unitarian Preacher Accepts Prophetic Faith 

Dr.-was born in Catholic Italy and came to this 

country when but sixteen. Leaving the Catholic Church, he 
became a Baptist and studied for the Baptist ministry. He 
received an excellent education but, under the influence of 
higher criticism and rationalistic teachers, soon became an 
out-and-out modernist. Ultimately he was pastor of a large 
Unitarian church in Boston. He was highly trained, having 
received his M.A. from Harvard, and having taught there 
for a number of years. He also taught modern languages 
and Greek in a well-known college during his pastorate. 

Growing dissatisfied with modernism, he began to turn back 
to the evangelistic faith of the Bible. About this time the 
public meetings of Evangelist Theodore Carcich at the 
Boston Temple attracted him. He continued to attend but was 
puzzled over the prophecies, which have little place in modern¬ 
ism. Brother Carcich had me come to Boston for a Sabbath 

service and then for an afternoon of study with Dr. - 

in my hotel room. He seemed deeply impressed with the clear 
historical evidences presented from Europe, and particularly 
from his native Italy. 

Finally he was attending our Sabbath services in Boston, 
and even the prayer meetings. At last he tendered his resigna¬ 
tion to the Unitarian church and came down to our Seventh- 
day Adventist Seminary in Washington, D.C., spending many 
earnest hours with members of the faculty. Never will I 
forget his deep interest and participation in six lectures on 
this prophetic background—three each week end at one of our 
Washington churches, given during his stay with us. Now 
a full-fledged Adventist, he is professor of Greek and modern 
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languages in one of our senior colleges—aided and confirmed 
in the advent faith by the impressive evidence of the prophecies. 

Prophetic Appeal Reaches the Hesitant 

At Atlanta, Georgia, Evangelist Shuler was well along in 
his series of tabernacle meetings. The change of the Sabbath 
had been presented, and there was a goodly attendance at the 
special Sabbath afternoon Bible study hour. I was asked to 
come and speak on Friday night to the public on how the 
exposition of the prophecies by the early church was recovered 
by the Reformation church, and these now in turn by the 
remnant church—thus tying us into the church of the centuries. 
On Sabbath morning I spoke to our own people in a union 
service at the tabernacle on other aspects of the same general 
theme. And on Sabbath afternoon I spoke to the special- 
study group, together with a class of baptismal candidates 
and a tabernacle full of interested friends, including many 
professional people not of our faith. 

On Friday night, at the close of the first address to the 
public, I called for an acknowledgment of the truth and sound¬ 
ness of the documentary evidence presented, and the inevitable 
conclusions drawn therefrom. As a certain man of wealth and 
his daughter stood among the others, courage came to the 
evangelistic company, for this was his first tangible move 
during the series. This larger concept of prophecy was the 
appeal this man had needed. 

Then, on Sabbath afternoon I presented the prophetic 
aspects of the nineteenth-century advent movement, gave the 
identification marks of the remnant church, and established 
its relationship to the church of the centuries. Again I called 
for a very specific expression—a definite acceptance, by stand¬ 
ing, of this Advent Movement and all that it embraces in the 
plan of God and in the consummation of the church of the ages. 
Among the first to stand again were this wealthy gentleman and 
his daughter, who soon came into full church membership. 
This sort of appeal brought the response so much desired. 
Obviously there are tremendous opportunities and possibilities 
in the effective use of the facts that have come into our posses¬ 
sion in the providence of God for such an hour as this. 
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The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers 

If this recital of divine provi- 
dence in finding and securing the Lost Prophetic Witnesses, 
presented in this brochure, has captured your interest, you must 
not fail to read the four-volume set, The Prophetic Faith of Our 
Fathers , as rapidly as the volumes are published. 

This authoritative portrayal presents the full evidence of 
the centuries. It discloses our integral relationship to God’s 
church of the ages. It ties us with inseparable bonds into His 
sevenfold church spanning the Christian Era. It demonstrates 
the fundamental truth that we are not discoverers but recoverers, 
not innovators but perpetuators, not inventors of a new and 
strange interpretation but restorers of the tried and true pro¬ 
phetic principles and applications of the centuries. We have 
simply raised up the foundations of many generations. 

We are thus tied inseparably into the continuing line of the 
great Reformation churches and, back of them, into the funda¬ 
mental positions of the early Christian church. Yes, even before 
these, to the great Jewish expositors, prior to Christ and the 
apostles, whose positions were carried over into the Christian 
Era. These volumes are based solely on the sources, and are 
fully documented and impressively illustrated and charted for 
serviceability in individual and group study. Here is their 
scope: 

I. Early Church Positions on Prophecy, and Later Dark 
Ages Repudiation 

II. Pre-Reformation and Reformation Restoration, and 
Second Departure 

III. Colonial American, and Nineteenth-Centurv Old World 

' T 

Awakening 
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IV. New-World Recovery and Consummation of Prophetic 
Interpretation 

Each volume is complete in its own field. And here is the 
schedule of publication: Volume III is already available. Vol¬ 
ume II will be ready by the late spring of 1947. Volume I will 
follow thereafter, and Volume IV will be the last to be published 
—completing the survey, rounding out the evidence of our 
early days, and summarizing the conclusions vital for us today. 

These are must volumes for everv Adventist worker and 

* 

theological student. They are priceless reference works for 
all lay preachers, local elders, Sabbath school teachers, and 
studious laymen who desire an authoritative, over-all portrayal 
of the firm foundations of our prophetic faith. 

All are published by the Review and Herald Publishing 
Association, Takoma Park, Washington 12, D.C. 



Qems of Truth 

to be Rescued From Rubbish of Error 


C Gems of thought are to be gathered up and redeemed from 
their companionship with error; for by their misplacement in 
the association of error, the Author of truth has been dishon¬ 
ored. The precious gems of the righteousness of Christ, and 
truths of divine origin, are to be carefully searched out and 
placed in their proper setting, to shine with heavenly brilliancy 
amid the moral darkness of the world. Let the bright jewels 
of truth which God gave to man, to adorn and exalt His name, 
be carefully rescued from the rubbish of error, where they have 
been claimed by those w r ho have been transgressors of the law, 
and have served the purposes of the great deceiver on account 
of their connection with error. Let the gems of divine light 
be reset in the framework of the gospel. Let nothing be lost 
of the precious light that comes from the throne of God. It 
has been misapplied, and cast aside as worthless; but it is 
heaven-sent, and each gem is to become the property of God’s 
people and find its true position in the framework of truth. 
Precious jewels of light are to be collected, and by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit they are to be fitted into the gospel system. 
God has poured His Spirit upon His servants, and qualified 
them to use their ability and talent in revealing truth to those 
who sit in darkness; but the very ability God has given by 
which to reveal truth to others, men, perverting their talents, 
employ to deceive; for they use their gifts as did Satan when 
he deceived the angels of heaven, and exalt self, causing their 
God-given abilities to administer to their own glory. These 
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become confused by error, their minds are darkened by the 
enemy, and the truths which God imparted to them are buried 
by them in a mass of error, or basely perverted to serve the 
cause of evil. But these heaven-given rays of light are not to 
be lost to the world. These truths are to be as a lamp unto 
our feet, and as a light unto our path. It is these gems that 
will give attractiveness to the gospel plan, and they are to 
shine as stars amid the moral darkness of the world. 

C Jesus has said, “Gather up the fragments, . . . that nothing 
be lost.” Many have seen no further meaning in this than the 
gathering up of the fragments after the feeding of the five 
thousand; but in all the teachings of Jesus spiritual applications 
are to be made. When He said, “Gather up the fragments.” 
it was as if He bade them mark all His teachings, gather up 
every fragment of truth, and of the light which He has given, 
to let nothing be lost. Open up the truth to others and let 
every fragment have its place. In dignity and simplicity speak 
that which your Master has spoken to you, and present that 
which He has taught you by His daily walk and conversation. 
Hold up His life and example to those with whom you associate. 
He has filled every position, from the humblest to the most 
exalted, with acceptance to the Father, and you are to gather 
up the fragments of His words and works, that nothing be 
lost. As you advance heavenward, make use of every common, 
evervdav habit and custom to illustrate truth, and in everv 

w w 

calling, however menial, live out the life of Christ. In this 
way you will be to men a continual revelation of what Christ 
would have men be in your position. 

The great plan of human redemption is as yet but faintly 
understood, because men do not place themselves in the divine 
channel of light. There is too much following of men, and 
limiting the light by men’s opinions and traditions. The won¬ 
derful truth of God is to be sought out by every mind, and the 
results of many minds are to be brought together from many 
sources as God’s hereditarv trust, and the divine power will 
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work in such a way that true harmony will exist. In the revela¬ 
tion of Christ to the world the necessity of men will be met, and 
the work of God will move forward with beautiful harmony, 
as truth is disclosed to the world. Through careful study, 
through prayerful meditation, men will be enabled to place the 
truth before men in simplicity, so that the humblest minds can 
comprehend it, can receive it, and become elevated through 
its sanctifying influence, if they will but appropriate it, and 
practice its principles in their daily lives. 

C Through all ages God has spoken and worked by human 
instrumentalities. God has given to men their faculties, and 
He expects them to use them and by use to improve their abil¬ 
ities. They are to employ these faculties in rescuing truth from 
the rubbish of error where it has been made to serve the cause 
of the great adversary. The gems of truth are imperishable, 
and the Lord would have them gathered up and placed in their 
proper relation, that they may embellish and adorn the doctrine 
of Christ our Saviour. Truth is to be communicated from one 
human agent to another and to be molded into the life and 
character of those who receive it, in order that glory may re¬ 
dound to God. Truth that has found its proper setting, flashes 
brilliant rays of divine light into darkened minds, and meets 
the wants and necessities of the minds and hearts of fallen men 
who could not be reached by any other agency.— Mrs. E. G. 
White in Review and Herald, Oct. 23, 1894. 

Preserving the Old Truths 

C By every means at your command, you are to teach them 
that they are not to pattern after the world’s plan of education; 
but the truth must be impressed upon their hearts and minds. 
The truths that Satan had concealed by his hellish shadow, the 
truths that he had misinterpreted, and misapplied, and discon¬ 
nected from the Lord of glory, are to be reset, opened and 
explained, and made to appear in their heavenly beauty, to be 
seen as truths that shall stand fast forever. Thev are to be 
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re-established in the minds of men by the living agents whom 
God hath appointed, and error is to be revealed in its true 
character by the light of truth. The Lord Jesus has moved 
upon human minds, that they may become His living agents 
to do a special work in recovering the old truths from their 
old forms, that they may rid them of the traditions and maxims 
of men, and give them to the world in their native purity, in 
their original splendor, freshness, and force. This is our work, 
brethren and sisters, in this waiting, watching time.— Mrs. E. G. 
White in General Conference Bulletin (1896), vol. 1. no. 8, 
p. 766. 
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